                 GM CLASSICS/CHEVY 2 ONLY
PART #12020 CONVERTIBLE UNDER BODY FRAME SUPPORTS
Important: Safety is always the first step to any project. Read the instructions completely before you do any cutting.
The Nova Life Support Tubes are designed to help strengthen Chevy Nova convertible bodies.

In the Nova Life Support Tube kit you should get:

(1) Drivers side support tube

(1) Passenger side support tube

(2) Support legs

(1) Instructions---we strongly recommend this product to b installed by a professional.

For added strength & stability we recommend using 13003 weld in frame connectors.

Preparation:

To preparation for installation of the Nova Life Support Tubes you will need to do the following: 

First you will need to understand the support tube location, second what needs to be removed and/or cleaned up and last how to install the Life Support Tubes. 

The top was a major component in the structure of the unibody. Once removed to create a convertible, the body sagged. To correct this Chevrolet added a structural tube (clam shell) between the inner rocker and the floor pan. (See Fig 2 letter E) The problem was rust, any rust in the original clam shells would cause the body to be weak & sag with this it could make the doors open & close incorrectly.  
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The Nova Life Support Tubes take the place of the original support with a thicker and stronger steel support.  The Nova Life Support tubes are shown in the striped area in (Fig 1).

Installation:

1.1 First, jack the car up and use jack stands to support the Nova. The front jack stand should be located where the “S” is on (Fig 1). The back jack stands should be located under the rear axel. (Warning each Nova rusted differently so your judgment is always the best and these locations are just a starting point!)  What you want to do is spring the Nova in the opposite direction of that which gravity has forced it. So when the Nova Life Supports Tubes are welded in place, your Nova will sit straight.
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Now with your Nova supported with jack stands, start preparing the location where the supports will go. (In Figure 2 you will see rusted convertible support tube or clam shell). You will need to remove all the rusted remains of the bottom section of the clam shell. (Fig 2 letter D)  The top section of the clam shell is integrated with the floor of the convertible, don’t remove this! (Fig 2, letter C)   
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Now weld the support legs to the drivers and passenger side support tubes. (Fig 3) Weld the bottom of the support leg and the bottom drivers and passengers side           support ¾”. (Fig 3) It is easier to weld the support leg to the side support when it is not on the car. 

1.4 Now with the Life Support Tubes welded and the convertible tubes on your Chevy Nova are free of old convertible tube, it is time to test fit the Life Support Tubes. To get a starting location for the Life Support Tubes. You will measure from the front leaf spring bracket to the edge of the support leg. The distance should be between 1-3/4” and 2-1/4”. (Fig 1) 

1.5 Once you have checked and double-checked that there is nothing in the way of the Nova Life Support Tubes. Then use a floor jack and jack the Life Support into place. They should fit very tight, but the weight of the car should be enough to seat the Life Support Tube in to the old Chevy convertible support location.  (Note: Chevrolet made several thousand Novas convertibles and every car is different, so these instructions and the Life support tubes may have to be customized to your car.) Once they are in their final location weld the Life Supports into place.

1.6 After you have completed the welding, lower the nova off the jack stand and see how the doors fit. The doors my have to be realigned with the body.


Photo left shows rust free original clam shell convertible support.

Photo right shows 13003 subframe connector installed on a convertible.
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